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The Dangers of Partiality
James 2:9-13
I. The Condemnation – 2:9-11
A. The Prosecution of Sins – 2:9

“but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors”

Like a courtroom scene:

1.  The Accusation – “you showed partiality”
Same word as in verse 1 “προσωπολήμπτειτε,” – “to receive someone’s face.
Remember the rich man and the poor man” When that happened in your church. Which side were you on? On the side of Love, then you did very well (2:8). If you were on the other side, then you stand accused in this imaginary court.

2.  The Evidence – “you are working sin”
 “You committed sin,” - Commit “ργαϖζεσθε” – “you work sin”
The way of the transgressor is hard work,
Galatians 5:19-21
“Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contention, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like.”
Ephesians 5:11

“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.”
2 Thessalonians 2:7
“For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work;”
3.  The Conviction – “by the law as transgressors”
Convicted by what law? Not the Mosaic Law but the by Royal Law (2:8). Also called Law of Liberty. (1:25)
B.  The Comparison of Sins – 2:10-11

“For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. For He who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.”
1.  God’s Law is a Unit
Like a pane of glass. Stumble at one point, guilty of all.
2.  One Sin is just as much Sin as Another.

Any sin makes one a law breaker. Mortal and venial sins is not a Biblical distinction.

But we slide into that mode sometimes. Murder and adultery are bad – Christians couldn’t do those!? - But what about jealousy, selfishness, ambition envy. All the sins listed in Galatians 5:19-21 breaks God’s law (of love). They all break God’s law equally.

3.  The Same Holy God Said it All
Then “He Who said” is God. Adultery and murder are sins, along with a thousand other sins. They are all are spoken by the ultimate Law-giver. If you have committed any sin, not committing another sin does not make you a law keeper, but a “transgressor”, a violator.
C.  The Antidote for Sins – Confession

1. Vertical – to God – Forgiveness

I John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
“Confession”– means to say the same thing agree with God about sin.

2. Horizontal – to the offended ones – unit

Must we make it right with the offended party before He forgives us?

Matthew 5:23

“Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, “leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.”
Not the same dispensation. Not the same subject. Still, if there is to be fellowship and unity among the brothers, then that confession must come as well.

3. Forward – Forsake 

We need to forsake the sin as well. Notice the order – confess, forgiveness, forsaking.
II. The Caution – 2:12-13

“So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.”

A.  The Place of Judgment is,
               1.  Not “sheep and goats” (Matthew 24:31-46)
               2.  Not the “nation Israel” (Ezekiel 20:33-44)
               3.  Not the “Great White Throne” (Revelation 20:11-12)
               4.  “Judgment Seat of Christ” (I Corinthians 3; II Corinthians 3)
B. The Preparation for Judgment – 2:12

We will be judged NOT by the OT Law, but by the New Commandment, the Law of Liberty. We will be judged by,
1.  What we Say
a. To Ourselves - What we are really thinking.

What we say to ourselves is important. What we say (think) to ourselves, we will say to others. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

b. To Others

It involves what we say to others about the poor and the rich.
2.  What we Do
Some people just talk a big game. Talking is not enough, we must do. Not just “don’t do anything bad – negative side. But do something good - positive side.

C.  The Peace in Judgment – 2:13

1.  We can store up Mercy
2.  We can store up Judgment        

